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FROM BARBARISM TO
CIVILIZATION

TvOMANCE, adventure, diplomacy, intrigue—frigates witl

frowning guns—pageantry and gold lace—towering chiefs in the

brilliant garb of ancient days—beautiful Hawaiian women—
naval officers of the Powers—all seem to pass in review as one

contemplates lolani Palace, abode of sovereigns of the Hawaiian

Islands. The period was in the barbaric past, when Hawaii, an

isolated archipelago, was peopled by a lordly race whose civiliza-

tion was foremost among Polynesian races. It was a brilliant era

when, since 1820, Hawaii Was undergoing its emergence jrom

feudalism into modern civilization; when the bible, printing-press,

and the school became a part of the nation s life.

Hawaii, **the loveliest fleet of islands that lies anchored in any

ocean,"" as Mark Twain described the archipelago in 1908, be-

came a power in her contact with the Great Powers. Kame-

hameha III granted a constitution in 1840, gave constitution-

al liberty and freedom to adopt whatever religion appealed to^

each, and divided his feudal lands among all the people in 1848.

Within the little kingdom, under Kamehameha III, Was organized

a government that Was a counterpart of that of Great Britain,

with cabinet ministers, palaces, regalia, portfolios, an army and a

navy department, and treaties Were exchanged with all great

Powers. Hawaii, described in 1866 by Mark Twain as a ''gov-

ernment with the machinery of a Great Eastern packed in a sardine

box,'' maintained a royal court as picturesque and colorful as any

under the sun.





THE ROYAL PALACE OF HAWAII

IOLANI PALACE, formerly the abode of King Kala-

kaua and Queen Liliuokalani, and since June 2, 1893,

known as the Executive Building (first for the Republic of

Hawaii until June 1 4, 1 900, and since for die Territory of Ha-

waii), was built during the reign of King Kalakaua and first oc-
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cupied by him in January, 1883. The original palace, built i

1846, received its name at the commencement of the reign (

Kamehameha V. in 1863. lolani translated means the "bird (

heaven,"

On June 2, 1893, the E,xecutivc and Advisory Councils of tf

Provisional Government of Hawaii, in ses.sion, adopted the follov

ing resolution by unanimous vote:

Flesolved: The offices of the [ixfcutive Council shall

be in lolani F\alace, which shall hereafter be the seal of

government and shall be known as the fLxecutive Build-

ing. Meetings of the Advisory and Executive Councils

shall be held in the Executive Building. Aliiolani Hale

shall hereafter be known as the courthouse.



Kamehameha V, at a meeting of the Privy Council, held on

December 7, I 863, shortly after his accession, suggested the name

of St. Alexander Palace, but in the opinion of the Council, lolani

Palace was a more appropriate designation, and the King directed

that it be the official title of the royal residence.

The new building, which cost in excess of $350,000, stands on

the site of the first palace, which was completed in 1 845 and razed

in 1878 to make way for the present structure. The corner stone

was laid December 31, 1879, the birthday of Queen Kapiolani,

consort of King Kalakaua, by the Masonic fraternity of Honolulu,

at the request of the King, a 33' Scottish Rite Mason and a

Knight Templar. Its completion was celebrated December 27,

1882, by a Masonic banquet held therein by the united Masonic

lodges of Honolulu.

The structure is of brick, with cement facings and concrete

block trimmings; two stories in height, surmounted by six towers,

and has a basement and an attic. The interior is finished with

the choicest woods of Hawaii's forests. The ground plan is 120

feet by 1 40 feet, and the building from the ground to the top of

the central towers is 80 feet.

Change of Capitals

Honolulu is the third capital site since 1791, and the second

since Kamehameha I (the Great) conquered the King of Oahu in

the memorable and decisive battle of Nuuanu in April, I 795. He
immediately ceased warring and began to develop the natural re-

sources of his empire.

When, by his own bravery and indomitable will, he had become

master of the larger portion of the island of Hawaii, Kamehameha

left his home in fertile Kailua, on the west coast of Hawaii, and

removed to the barren, sun-dried seabeach at Kawaihae. This

would seem a strange proceeding on the part of the King, but

historians assert it was only an evidence of superior wisdom. He

gathered about him the conquered chiefs, together with his own

warriors and councillors, and kept them continually with him,

supplying their food and other necessaries of life from his own
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for thev had no means lo

storchcu.-ps. By lliis method the chiefs became entirely dependent

upon KaiTicharnelia. Moreover, it was entirely impossible for them

to carry on any conspiracy of rebel

provide feed or to support adherents.

Under these circumstances, the King'

lors advijed him to erect the temple of I

wise men and council-

ukohola, at Kawaihae,

Hawaii, as a means of entrapping

Kecita, die king's last opponent

for supremacy on that island, and

also a relative. Tlius occurred

tile downfall of Keoua, and the

complete triumph of Kamehame-

ha as sovereign over the entire

island of Hawaii.

Subsequendy, the seat of gov-

ernnment was removed lo La-

haina, island of Maui. The

policy of removing the govern-

ment to this place, only recently

conquered, was regarded as a

wise one. The traditional history

of the country shows that in the

places last conquered the chiets

and the court were always retamed together. The dominant

thought in this policy was lo render the people of the concpjered

province? quiet and contented with their condition under their

new cliiets, whom they were thus brought to recognize as their

conqueror-.

At Lahaina (anciently called Leie, from the short stay of the

chiefs there) was established the first seat of government by the

chiefs and the royal court, in consequence of which the "Hale

Puila" was erected as a palace, which, in after years, became a

courthouse and continued as such up to the time of its demolition.

It was erected under the direction of Kahekili (Old Thunder),

who was head man under Kamehameha I.

flianseha



It is recorded that the chiefs probably intended to locate per-

manently at Lahaina, for there they commenced an actual system

of government by defining the different departments. Kamehameha

III officially designated Lahaina as the capital. There, also, was

convened the first Legislature in the Hawaiian Islands. The first

Constitution was promulgated at Lahaina by Kamehameha III

on October 8, 1 840, the document continuing the old Council of

Chiefs as the House of Nobles, to sit in council with the King

and the Premier, and providing for additional members. The

House of Nobles was in session at Lahaina from November 2 to

1 4, 1 840, inclusive.

Owing to the importance of the harbor of Honolulu, its central

position in the group, and its increasing population, the principal

chiefs and councillors induced King Kauikeaouli, styled Kame-

hameha III, to remove the seat of government to Honolulu, Oahu,

in the year 1843, where he took up his residence in the "Hale-

uluhe," at Pelekane (Britannia), in the vicinity of the site of the

present St. Andrew's (Episcopal) Cathedral.

First Royal Palace

In July, 1844, Governor Mataio (Matthew) Kekuanaoa, of

Oahu, commenced the erection of a building, known at that time

by the name of **Hanailoia." In an address made by the late

John M. Kapena, minister in the cabinet under King Kalakaua,

at the laying of the corner stone of the new palace, December 3 1

,

1879, it was said that in olden times a large heiau (temple) ex-

tended to this spot, the name of which was Kaahaimauli. The

dwelling was erected by Governor Kekuanaoa for his daughter,

the Princess Victoria Kamamalu, who was the sister of Prince

Alexander Liholiho and Prince Lot Kamehameha, who after-

wards became, respectively, Kamehameha IV and Kamehameha

V. Her mother, the High Chiefess Kinau, the Premier of the

kingdom, was a half-sister of Kamehameha III, all being descend-

ants of Kamehameha I. Kamehameha III, however, took posses-

sion of the house as a palace, and from that time it was the official

residence of the sovereigns of Hawaii. It was demohshed in 1 878.
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When Governor Kekuanaoa erected this palace the grounds

were not as spacious as at present. On the western (ewa) corner

w'as Kekuanaoa's house, which he had named "Hahimaile."

Subsequently he began the erection of a large stone house, only the

walls of which were built. 1 hese afterwards vanished into thin

air when the stones composing them were sold by his son, Kame-

hameha V.

During the reign of Kamehameha IV', his actual residence was

the frame structure near the Palace, styled "Ihikapukalani,"

standing where the great banyan tree now spreads its massive limbs.

On the niakai (seaward) end were Queen Emma's private apart-
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merits, states Col, Curtis P. laukea, who was chamberlain to King

Kalakaua and Queen Liliuokalani. On the mauka (mountain)

side were the dining room, pantry and kitchen.

"Hoihoikea, ' another structure, m which Kamehameha V pre-

ferred to reside, rather than in the palace, and which was used

largely for slate and formal occasions, stood on the ewa side of

the present driveway between the Palace and Hotel street entrance.

About where the Archives building stands, a stone wall ran

from King street to Hotel street, then known as Palace Walk,

It ran close to the royal tomb, used as such until 1865, and now a

mound surrounded by a hibiscus hedge. On the waikiki side of

the wall were the premises of the High Chiefess Kekauluohi,
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Premier from 1838 to 1843, and the mother of Lunahlo, who

became King in 1 872. Her land was called Pohukaina, and was

afterwards partially incorporated in the Palace grounds.

The building, "Hoihoikea," stood near what was called "Kinau

Hale," or House of Kinau, the chiefess who became Premier.

The western or ewa gate, where it opened upon Richards street,

was called the "Kinau Gate,*' after the Premier and because her

residence was adjacent. (The above is credited to Colonel

laukea.)

In the premises known as Pohukaina, in the southeast (waikiki-

makai) corner, at King and Likelike streets, the High Chiefess

Kekauluohi, a Premier, mother of Prince Lunalilo, who became

King in 1873, erected her house.

When John Young, son of the Englishman who was detained

ashore on Hawaii in 1 790 from the schooner Eleanoray and after-

wards became principal adviser to Kamehameha I, was Premier,

he built and lived in *'Kinau Hale," on the northern boundary.

He was known among the Hawaiians as Keoni Ana.

*'Hoihoikea" was the name given to the large, old-fashioned,

livable cottage erected in the grounds a little to ewa and mauka

of the old palace, in which Kamehameha III, Kamehameha IV,

and Kamehameha V resided, the Palace being used principally

for state purposes. It was a dwelling place, provided with the

simpler comforts of a citizen, and greatly enjoyed by the sover-

eigns. The "Bungalow," built later and used largely as a

family residence by King Kalakaua, occupied a site ewa of "Hoi-

hoikea," or between the Palace and Richards street. The

"Bungalow" was razed a few years ago.

Commemorates Independence

In the house "Hoihoikea" were transacted some of the most

important affairs connected with the history of Hawaii and of the

Hawaiian race. There lived and died Kamehameha III. With-

in its walls were held many important councils in the interests of

the nation, its advancement and prosperity. The name "Hoi-

hoikea" was applied in commemoration of the restoration of the

sovereignty and independence of Hawaii by Admiral Thomas,
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of the British Navy, on July 31, 1843. During the reign of

Kamehameha V, Cabinet councils were frequently held there.

1 here also was held the Council which was called the Constitu-

tional Convention, the result of which was the abrogation of the

Constitution of 1852, and the promulgation of a new one by

Kamehameha V, immediately after his accession in 1863. There

Kamehameha V died, the last of

the Kamehameha dynastry.

Judge Kapena, in his address,

referring to persons of national

importance in the kingdom, said:

"The frequenters of these

grounds would readily bring to

the mind's eye the forms of Judd,

Lee, Richards, Wyllie, Arm-

strong, Robertson and Andrews,

m their various positions as pub-

lic servants and true friends of

the Hawaiian people, h.ven now

one can bring to mind th^! coun-

tenances of the departed cliiefs,

who strongly upheld the hands of

iheir foreign fellow councillors.

After Kaahumanu the Second

conies Kekauluohi and John Young, and now I fancy I can see

coming up these paths with firm tread the stately forms of Fak'i

and Kekuanaoa. Here also comes the jovial and pleasing coun-

tenance of Kapaakea, than whom none excelled in the qualities

of caution and modesty in giving advice to his King, exceeding in

this respect his care for his own affairs. Now, before the mind's

€;ye, tjie stoopmg form of John Ii; and amongst those who served

and labored for the good of the country and the progress of the

nation, we cannot forget Haalilio, Keliiahonui, Namakaeha,

Kaeo, and Kanaina. Of the servants of the government and the

people who are now living, it is not fitting to speak on this occa-

sion, for the web of their history is not yet woven, nor are their

labors finished,"

13



Old Royal 'Tomb

In the premises called "F*ohukaina" was erected the tomb of

tlie departed rulers and great chiefs, beginning with Karaehameha

II. The bodies of the kings and queens, the great chiefs and

chicfcsses, were removed to the Royal Mausoleum, in Nuuanu

Valley, during the night of October 30, 1865. In order that

the spot where the tomb once stood might not be forgotten, a

mound was raised, crowned with

ferns and flowers, 1 he old

royal tomb is described in the

Polynesian, January 13, 1855,

in an account of the funeral ol

King Kamehameha III, as fob

"
I his is of slonc, nice'y car-

peted, and contains nine coffins of

adult members, and three of the

youthful members of the royal

line; tiiey are ranged on koa

frames at the northern Cewa)

side of the sepulcher, the entrance

l\:iniolHuu(-'lia (I
being on the south (waikiki) On

«:1S,1<» IS24) the eastern (mauka) side there

are five coffins; on the western

(makai), four; while at the northern extremity of the narrow pas-

sage are the coffins of the children."

I he royal tomb was razed after the removal of the caskets to

the new Royal Mausoleum in 1865. 1 he mound, now existent

in the grounds, is said to be the remains of a second tomb for

lesser chiefs, while it is asserted with equal emphasis that it marks

the site of the major tomb, and undoubtedly the mound is the site

of the royal tomb.

During the occupancy of Honolulu by the British in 1843,

the records of the Hawaiian government were stored m the tomb.

Dr. G. P. Judd, Minister of the Interior and of Finance, occupied

14



the tomb at night as an office, using the Hd of the coffin of Queen

Kaahumanu, the former Premier of the kingdom, as a desk.

Gorham D. Gilman, an American resident of Honolulu in the

forties of last century, whose reminiscences seventy years later

were exceptionally clear, wrote in 1 909 of the royal tomb as

follows

:

"The tomb of the royal family, Liholiho and wife, Kaahumanu

and Kinau, was a small structure built of coral, which stood alone,

some way from the street, in the Palace grounds, on the right-hand

side of the main drive (from King street in, and near King and

Punchbowl street). At that time, 1842, it was quite a distance

from the street.

"As I remember, it had no window; hence any light inside could

not be seen en the outside. Thence Dr. (G. P.) Judd retreated

in Lord George Paulet's reign of English rule over the Islands.

The doctor was appointed one of the commission to act ad interim

during the appeal to the British home government. The loyal

doctor scon found his position most uncongenial politically, socially

and morally, and resigned the office. His noble work in the tomb

keeping the public archives secure is a matter of history."

A historian described the old royal tomb in the Honolulu Ad-
vertiser, January 26, 1927, as follows: "Directly in front of the

Archives building in Palace square, Honolulu, is a circular, grassy

mound hedged with hibiscus. At or near that mound was situated

the royal tomb of the Kamehamehas from about 1825 to 1865.

Thomas G. Thrum told me recently that he had an idea that the

royal tomb had been located some few yards ewa-direction from

the present mound, and nearer the present Palace. At any rate,

in that tomb were placed the remains of many famous persons.

Here it was that Dr. G. P. Judd concealed the national archives

from Lord George Paulet in 1843. It is an historic spot and

the visitor to our fair city should be helped in some way to rec-

ognize it and know its £tory.'* An early historian said:

"Thirteen years before
|
in 1 839

J
Commodore Charles

Wilkes (U. S. N.) arrived at Honolulu. Governor Kekuanaoa

placed at his disposal the large stone house belonging to Kekau-

15



Bci interested the

luohi. in the square where this royal tomb was situated. At that

time the tomb was undergoing repairs, and the coffins had been

deposited in the house assigned to Commodore Wilkes. The

Governor had them at once removed to the tomb, and in two days

the commodore was confortably established."

final earthly resting place of that

courageous American, William

Richards, beloved of the Ha-

waiians, inquiries were made. The

only information received so far

is that supplied by Mrs. Judd in

her "Honolulu," which states

that he died on November 7,

1847, and on the 13th "was

carried to the royal tomb with

military honors at the King's

(Kamehameha III) request."

It is quite apparent that the

records do not divulge more than

this.

On October 31, 1865. the

Hawaiian government, under the

direction of the Minister of the

Interior, transferred the coffins

.containing the mortal remains of the kmgs and high chiefs of

Hawaii-nei from the royal tomb in the Palace grounds^ to the

royal mausoleum in Nuuanu Valley. Among these were Kame-

hameha II, Kamamalu, Kamehameha III, Karnehameha IV.

Kinau. A, Paki, Dr. T. C. B. Rooke (adopted "father of Queen

Emma"), Jane Young (daughter of John Young), and others.

But the description of the events docs not mention the remains of

William Richards. Well-informed persons have expressed

belief that under or near the mound that marks the site of the

old royal tomb there still rest the bones of several high chiefs, and

among them may be those of William Richards. Residents state

that today there is no cavity under or near that grassy ground.
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In the early forties of last century, a writer, awed by the

presence of the royal dead, described the first tomb as follows:

"But of all the places set apart for the reception of the dead in

the Hawaiian capital, not one is so interesting as the Royal Tomb.
It is situated immediately contiguous to the Palace grounds. The
tomb is composed of a single chamber, eighteen feet by fourteen

in the interior. Its walls are of massive coral, and about ten feet

high
; the whole is inclosed by a high and heavy wall of the same

material. Close around the coral inclosure is a rapidly maturing

grove of noble shade trees, and among them the gentle breezes that

come in from the ocean seem to hymn forth a requiem for departed

monarchs. But let us enter this abode of defunct royalty.

**A portly, good-looking native produces a large key; he is

keeper of this sacred repository. The bolt obeys his effort, and

the heavy door swings back on its rusty hinges. A collection of

emblazoned coffins at once meets your gaze. They are covered

with purple satin and silk velvet of the same color, and rest ons

above another on neatly made frames of koa {Acacia falcata).

"The grave of Kamehameha, the conqueror, remains a profound

secret unto this day; but these members of the royal dead have

been placed here since the beginning of 1825, according to the

mode adopted by some modern nations. Their coffins are most

scrupulously arranged, and they convey an idea of profound re-

gard for the inviolate sanctity of their individual repose. Of this

congregation of deceased royalty, I had never seen one while liv-

ing; and yet, standing as I did among their lifeless dust, an in-

expressible sadness, mingled with a sense of awe, crept over me,

and seemed to chain me to the spot on which I stood. There they

lay, a few dusky monarchs and some of their descendants. They

had swayed the sceptre of absolute despotism before I drew my
first breath, and some of them had seen human blood flow from

the mangled and quivering limbs of victims laid on the altars of

their old gods. At that moment, and amid such hellish orgies,

they little thought of the place of their repose; they cared little as

to its locality ; and much less did they think that a rambler from

a distant land would stand and reflect upon their deeds as they
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lay stretched in their winding-sheets. But what of that? All

—

everything! They were veritable human beings. They did once

think and act; but now every one of them had gone to 'that bourne

whence no traveler returns.' Some of them had gone that long

journey in the blackest gloom of paganism ; others, under the light

and influence of a divine revelation.

**The first royal dead interred there were Liholiho, or Kame-

hameha II, and his consort, Kamamalu. They both died of

measles, in July, 1824, during a visit to London (England).

The British government generously sent a frigate, under the com-

mand of Lord Byron, relative of the poet, to convey their remains

back to their native islands. When they bade farewell to the

group as they started for England, they seemed to have an im-

pression that they might never return. The young queen, as she

left the shore, poured out her full soul into wailing, and exclaimed

:

'O heaven, earth, mountains, ocean, guardians, subjects, love to

you all ! O land, for which my father bled, receive the assurance

of my earnest love!'

*'The young king was much affected; but, as he struggled

against his feelings, he ordered his chiefs and people to pay every

regard to the instructions of their Christian teachers, and to use

every exertion toward their own mtntal improvement. The vessel

stood out to sea, and was soon lost from the gaze of the weeping

multitude, for they loved their sovereign. But they saw him no

more, except as an encoffined corpse! The remains of the royal

pair are deposited in this tomb. The inscription on the king's

breast-plate is strikingly characteristric of the filial attachment of

the Hawaiian people:

(Xaiivc Language)

KAMEHAMEHA II

Elii no nahina o awaliai

make I. Pelekani 28

Makaiki Kaikii

I Ke maloi mua
O Kemokakai 1824

Aloha Ino

no Komakou Ellii

lolani.

( T ran sJat '}(>}}

)

KAMEHAMEHA \l

King of the Sandwich Islands,
Died July 14th, 1824,

in the
28th year of his age.

May we remember
our beloved King

lolani.

18



*'But the most conspicuous of these coffins was that which con-

tained the remains of the great and good Kaahumanu, the favorite

wife of the old Conqueror. It was of immense proportions, for

the Regent was a woman immensely large. But her vast physical

bulk was a good emblem of the imperious tone of her character

when a pagan queen, and of her Christian deportment when a fol-

lower of the Nazarene. Never was there a greater change pro-

duced in a human being; never was a death scene more happy

than her own. Although, in that final hour, she was surrounded

by no courtiers whose drapery dazzled by its Oriental magnificence,

her language and deportment would have adorned the brightest

page in the long catalogue of Christian heroes. Precious in the

sight of heaven is the dust of that once imperious queen.

"Before treading the precincts of her remains, I had seen some

of the finely executed monuments of the distinguished of our race;

but I never felt so subdued, so mortal, as then ; I never obtained

a clearer view of the end of all earthly power and glory than by

the side of that coffin. I thought of the great Saladin, who caused

to be carried before him, when being conveyed to the grave, his

shirt ( ! ) , as all that remained of the once mighty ruler. And I

remembered the immortal Cyrus, his wars, palaces and wealth,

and the words composing the epitaph of the great warrior came

back to my memory as vividly as if they had been written in letters

of fire before my eyes: *0 man! whosoever thou art, and when-

soever thou comest (for come I know thou wilt), I am Cyrus, the

founder of the Persian Empire. Envy me not the little earth that

covers my body!'
'*

Many Palaces Built

Another house, "Ihikapukalani," stood in the palace

grounds, erected by Kamehameha IV for his consort, Queen

Emma, where they spent most of the time during their reign. The

northern (ewa-mauka) corner of these premises, connecting Rich-

ards street with old Palace walk (now Hotel street), belonged

to the Sumner family, and was purchased to complete the square

form of the grounds.
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Honolulu, as a principal port in the islands, with a safe anchor-

age, was a favorite port of call in the Islands for warships of

various nations after 1825. It was necessary to have a palace for

the King during his brief visits, and a thatched building was

erected south of the old Honolulu fort, in the vicinity of what are

now Piers 7, 8,9, 10 and I I , at Fort and Allen streets. Com-

modore Downes (U. S. N.), who visited Honolulu in the frigate

*'Potomac," in 1832, describes the Palace and its interior as

being furnished in European style. Upon the walls were several

oil portraits, one of King William of Prussia and another of Field

Marshal Blucher, both presented in 1 830 by the former to Kame-

hameha III. Also a large framed copy of the Declaration of

Independence attracted attention.

At the old fort was built the structure named *'Mauna Kilika,'*

about 1840, where the first constitution was prepared; where Par-

liament convened, and the land commission carried on its complex

work of dividing the lands originally the fee of the sovereign, and

now divided into three parts, one for the King, one for the chiefs,

one for the people. It was also called the Armory. It was there

that Governor Kekuanoa had his office, where he presided at

trials, and carried on the affairs of the government, a building

which saw its last real service when the marines of the French

warships '*Pcursuivante * and ''Cassendi' in 1849 wrecked the

fort and its ancient guns, one of which was manufactured in 1 600

and was used in the service of the armies of the Louis of France

and finally of Napoleon in Egypt.

In the palace (of 1846-1878) which preceded the present

structure, was placed a full-length portrait of Louis Philippe,

King of France, presented by that ruler to Kamehameha III. It

was brought to Honolulu in 1 848 on the French corvette ''Sar-

celle** and landed and installed with great pomp and ceremony,

the King receiving it in person, while French marines and Ha-

waiian guardsmen were drawn up and a band played. The

portrait now adorns the old throne room, the present House of

Representatives. The portraits of King William and Marshal

Blucher, of Prussia, presented to Kamehameha III in 1 830, also

adorn the executive building.
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Gorham D. Gilman, m his "Reminiscences of Early Hono-

lulu," referring to the forties and fifties of last century, describes,

the palace and grounds as follows:

"We now come to the square occupied by the Palace. This

building was built of coral with a high basement and one story,

high-studded and sloping roof with a large lookout room on top.

It was divided into a large hall

through the center, a large re-

ception or throne rocm on the

right, with two rooms on the

left. It was mainly used for pub-

lic purposes, the King preferring

the quiet quarters of the cottages

m the yard, where he lived ac-

cording to his chosen Hawaiian

style. Some very brilliant recep-

tions were held there (Palace)

to wliich the public was generally

, „, invited, with all the official and
I\a,inc'Iuimoha III

QJ42?, 18541 distinguished guests who hap-

pened in town. Passing to the

front entrance of the Palace, up the broad steps of the wide

veranda to the brilliantly lighted rooms, we found a large com-

pany gathered. In a short time the band announced the arrival

of His Majesty, and presentations began. 1 hcse were made by
officers of the court, dressed in full uniform, and with great

formality."

KaMEHAMF.HA III AND Hl5 PaLACE

During the reign of Kamehameha III (1825-1854) a wiiter

described the Palace and King as follows:

"L.et us pay a visit to the abode of the Hawaiian King. Kams-

hameha II. It is designated the 'Palace.' To a person who

has e\'er visited any of the abodes of European sovereigns, such

a term would at once convey an idea of regal magnificence; but

the residence of the Hawaiian monarch produces nothing that is



superfluous, or even splendid. On the contrary, everything about

it is plain, even to plebeianism, and induces a visitor to think that

he may be treading the apartments of a chief rather than the palace

of a sovereign.

"The grounds on w^hich it stands cover between two and three

acres, and are inclosed with a heavy wall of rough coral. A
visitor enters on the south side, between lodges occupied by sleepy

sentinels. A small but beautiful grove of trees wave their stately

foliage on either side of the path leadmg up to the royal apart-

ments, and their cool shade reminds one of the groves of the

Academy and the Lyceum, where so many of the old masters

read, studied and rambled. A few steps bring you in front of the

palace prcper. It has a very simple, rustic appearance. The

walls are composed of coral procured from the reefs along the

shore of the harbor. The ground-plan covers an area of 74 feet

by 44.

"The building is a story and a half high. A noble piazza,

eight or ten feet wide, and raised a few feet above the ground,

entirely surrounds the building. The chief apartment is the one

in which the King holds his levees. In the centre of the eastern

wall of the apartment stood the chair of state. Its unpretending

aspect led me to invest it rather with republican simplicity than

monarchical aristocracy.

* Several well-executed paintings hung on the walls. They

represented the then ruling monarch, Kamehameha III ; Liholiho,

or Kamehameha II ; Kekauluohi, the late Premier ; and a full-

length portrait of Louis Philippe, King of the French. On a large

centre-table were arranged several diminutive but exceedingly fine

pieces of statuary, presents from the King of Denmark.

"On the right of the main building, in a detached form, stood

the private apartments of the monarch; on the left, those of his

queen. They were framed buildings, sustained on basements,

having walls of coral, and looking very much like rural cottages

erected for the mere object of economy.

"Such is the residence of the Hawaiian monarch! But, plain

as it is, it is invested with a splendor to which Kamehameha the
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Great was an utter stranger, for his palace was a liouse thatched

all around with grass! Around the abode of the present King

there are no haughty nobles to dart their withering glances at the

stranger; no bristling bayonets to ward off the lover of the curious

or the ancient. Everything is calm and serene. It is just such a

place as European sovereigns, when the cares of empire oppress

them, may sigh after, and never

obtain. Without doubt, the

Sandwich Island King is infinitely

happier than Nicholas of Russia,

surrounded as he is by his mighty

armies, his immense navy, his

glittering sycophants, and his

gorgeous capital.

"Having hastily sketched the

Palace of the Hawaiian King,

let us ghmce at the monarch hon-

self. In personal appearance he

IS tall, robust, and well formed.

He is rather more than forty

years of age, but begins to look

prematurely old. In his more

youthful years he possessed great

strength and activity, and was

well skilled in every athletic and manly exercise. His appearance

IS quite prepossessing, for the very genius of good-nature seems to

dwell in his countenance. He is amiable, but, at the present time,

almost entirely deficient m those virtues that would render him a

distinguished warrior-king. On meeting him in the street, such is

his mien and dress that, were it not for the deference paid to him

by all classes, a stranger could net recognize him as a king. He

has no treasury at his command; no navy floats in his harbors; no

powerful army awaits his nod. But what he lacks in some in-

stances he more than makes up in others. His parliamentary

speeches are die best comments on his manly and regal char-

acter.'"
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Alholani Hale:

In 1871 the movement for a new palace to house the ruler of

Hawaii io a manner befitting the growing importance of the Islands

was launched. Plans were drawn by an Australian architect,

which were elaborate for that

day, but designed to give ample

acccmmodations for state and

private apartments. I'his build-

mg was erected and designated

as the Government Building,

where the departments were to be

ectabhshcd and the Legislature

to hold its sessions. Aliiolani

Hale was never used as a royal

abode.

Aliiolani Hale, which was

commenced in March, 1872,

during the reign of Kamehameha

V, as the Government House,
KameliiimeliB, IV

lj^.r,4 1^(11]) and completed in 1874 (at pres-

ent styled the Judiciary Building

of the Territory), w'as designed tc house the important offices of

the kingdom, and in it was a chamber for the legislature, both

houses sitting in the same hall. Robert StirHng, superintendent of

public works, supervised construction.

l^he building, according to present-day architects, is a splendid

example of workmanship, and the design savors of Luropean archi-

tecture with a "palace" effect. The cost was $130,000. It

housed the offices of the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Minister of

Finance, Minister of Interior, Attorney-General, the Supreme

Coyrt, Governor of Oahu, Marshal of the Kingdom, Department

of f-*ubhc Instruction, and the Tax Office, I he ground floor

was devoted to the mini.sterial offices and the legislative hall, the

Foreign Office being m the ui:)per story. 1 he legislative chamber,

which occupied the waikiki end of the structure, was also used as

a court room during the sessions of the supreme court.

24



On January 17, 1893, the representatives of the new F^ro-

visional Government entered Aliiolani Hale and demanded the

surrender of the Foreign Office and other offices, which were {3eac-

ably turned over to them, thereby terminating the monarchy and

Queen Lihuokalani's reign. For a few months the Provisional

Government functioned in Aliiolani Hale, and on June 2 transfer

was made to the former F'alace, and Ahiolani Hale was designated

as the Court House. At present it houses the Supreme and Circuit

Courts, Land Court, Eiureau of Conveyances, and the Law
Library.

On the walls of the old legislative hall were several interestifig

j3ortra!ts, many of which were transferred after the fall of the

monarchy lo the palace, and now adorn the throne room and the

hallway m the second story. 'I lie portraits in colors were: W. L.

Lee, first chief justice of the kingdom, 1848 to 1857; G. M.
Robertson, associate justice,

1855 to 1867; Elisha H. Allen.
'"

chief justice. 1857 to 1877;

Charles Coffin Harris, chief jus-

tice, 1877 to 1881 ; and the

High Chief Charles Kanaina,

father of King Lunalilo. All

these remain in the present Su-

preme Court chamfjer m the same

old building, with the exception

of that of Charles Kf^naina.

Other portraits, of royalty, were

removed to the palace, as fol-

lows: King Kalakaua, Queen

Kapiolani, Princess Liliuokalani

(afterwards Queen Liliuokalani),

Princess Likelike (sister of Lili-

uokalani), Kamehameha I, Ka-

mahameha II, Queen Kamamalu. Kameharr

Kalama, wife of Kamehameha IIL

In Aliiolani Hale was also established the first national museum,

wherein was gathered a collection of rare Hawaiian relics, the
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precursor of the Bernice F'auahi Bishop Museum of Polynesian

Ethnology and Natural History, the foremost Polynesian museum

m the world.

In the same yard is the Kapuaiwa building, named in honor of

Kamehameha V, in which are the offices of the Health Depart-

ment. Near these buildings is

the new territorial office building,

costing nearly half a million, the

funds being appropriated by the

legislature of 1925. Many de-

partment offices were transferred

from the Palace to this buildmg

m December, 1926, leaving lo-

lani Palace exclusively to the oc-

cupancy of the Governor, Secre-

tary of the Territory, Attorney-

General, and the Legislature.

Palace of Kalakaua

David Kalakaua, elected

King under the style of Kalakaua

_^^_ ^
I. on February 12, 1674, urged

the need of a more appropriate

structure for a palace. In March, 1879, the Minister of the

Interior asked for plans for a palace, and in December, T. J.

Baker, a builder of note at that time, was appointed architect.

Construction came under the supervision of Robert Stirling. Super-

intendent of Public Works. On December 31, 1879, the corner

stone was laid, officers of the U. S. S. '*Lackai€atmii" being

present.

The F^alace is described in The Pacific Commercial Advertiser,

September 24, 1881, as follows:

"The main body of the new Palace forms a substantial rec-

tangular mansion. There is a tower at each corner, but these tow-

ers are not part of the main building; they flank the wide veran-

;iiip- Kalakan
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dahs and balconies of the Palace which, but for these interrup-

tions, would run all round it. Over the main entrance, in the middle

of the front elevation, rises another tower of greater dimensions,

and this feature of the design is repeated at the back. Like the

corner towers, these central ones stand out from the main mass of

the building, their two lower stories being parts of the verandah

and balcony respectively.

"*This feature of the design might be expected to give to the

building a more imposing appearance than the actual dimensions

of the main part of it (which are about 80 feet x I 20 feet) would

warrant, but, in point of fact, such is not the case, and as seen

from a short distance, the Palace does not look so large as it really

is. There is a promise that our Sovereign will be provided with

apartments suitable for the reception of the distinguished personages

he is from time to time called upon to entertain, and with a resi-

dence suitable to his position and dignity.

"The design of the exterior of the building cannot be described

in a few words or referred to any recognized order of architecture.

If a name is to be coined for it we should favor 'American Flor-

entine' as the nearest approach to a correct one. The facade of

the front is in two stories, 140 feet long and 54 high, with a

tower, as already described, in the centre, and one at each end.

Each tower is capped by a square campanile having the concave

outlines so common in the Italian architecture of the later Middle

Ages; and the central tower having a third story rises to the

height of 80 feet. The columns which flank the main entrance,

and those in the verandah and balcony, are of the Corinthian

order.

"Entering the building, we find ourselves in a large hall, whose

dimensions are 28 feet x 70 feet. A staircase 6 feet wide breaks

the hall at about 34 feet from the entrance. This returns by two

flights each four feet wide.

"On the right hand of the hall is the throne-room. This hand-

some apartment is 40 feet x 70 feet in dimensions. This space
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is, however, reduced by a screen placed behind the throne, form-

ing tiiere an ante-rocrn about 8 feel wide. As the floor above the

throne-room has to carry a partition wall, the original design of

the ceiling was departed from to admit of the insertion. 1 his

change has added to the beauty of the ceiling without in any way

detracting frcm the appearance of the room in the matter of height.

The ceiling has been divided into six panels, the mouldings and

centerpieces of which are extremely beautiful. The throne and

the screen behind it present op-

portunities for the wood carver's

art which will not be neglected.

"On the left-hand side of the

hall is the dining room, an apart-

ment 32 feet X 45 feet. Anoth-

er room can be thrown into this

by sliding back the large doors

between them. The smaller

room, which lies to the front ot

the Palace, is 25 feel x 32 feet

and will be used either as a

drawing-room or as an ante-room.

The dining-room is a strikmgly

h a n dscrae, well - proportioned

room, but its appearance is some-

what marred by a series of ven-

tilators inserted m the wall below

the cornices,

^^'''^- K«'^^-"''l B«y<'. "The staircase when complet-
Cliamherlain

i -n i i

ed will present a handsome ap-

pearance, the massiveness of the balustrade, and other details of

its fini.-'h, making up for its narrowness. The hall above, less

broken than that below the stairway, presents a floor 28 feet x 50

feel.

"The apartments of the King and Queen occupy the rear or

mauka side of the Palace on this floor. The King's room, which

is on the ewa side, is 25 feet x 30, with dressing room, bathroom.

Qk
i'
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etc., opening from it. Adjoining is the library, designed to be

used as a Privy Council Chamber, an apartment 22 feet x 30 feet.

The front room on the same side of the building is of similar size,

and goes by the name of the music-room.

"The Queen'.s apartment is the same size as His Majesty's,

and there are on the same side of the building two guest cham-

bers of about 23 feet x 30 feet. The rooms in the corner towers

form agreeable additions to the apartments with which they com-

municate, being entered directly from them. They are each 12

feet X I 2 feet, having doors leading on to the balconies on either

hand and large windo^ws in the outer walls.

"His Majesty will have direct telephonic communication witli

the Queen's apartments, and with the Chamberlain's room, be-

sides being connected with the general system of the city.

"The Chamberlain's apartments occupy one corner in the base-

ment. Another is under,stood to

be set apart for His Majesty's

workshop and laboratory ; a third

is intended for a billiard room,

but will not serve that purpose

very well, except at night. The

kitchen is in the middle of the

buildmg, and is to be fitted with

every convenience,

*'
I he erection of the new

Palace will necessitate a rear-

rangement of the grounds m
which it stands. No design for

this was, so far as we are aware,

determined upon before His

Majesty's departure for F^urope

I

I oo I
I

. J his matter, which

ought not to be long delayed now, will no doubt be pronipllf

taken m hand when the King returns."

Que KaDiola
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Incidents of the Palace

On February 12, 1883, the formal coronation of King Kala-

kaua and Queen Kapiolani was held at the Palace with ajjpro-

priate pomp, the ceremony taking place in an ornate pavilion

erected m front of the King street steps. Plenipotentiaries from

the principal countries of the world were present. Kalakaua plac-

ed upon his own head a beautiful crown, made in London. He
then placed a similar crown upon the head of his consort, Queen

5^

»

i'Mk
Pi^llm^ ^£p.'Af^mmm^^tt

Aliiolani Hale, now the Judiciary Building

Kapiolani. They cost about $10,000, and were thickly encrusted

with jewels. The crown of Kalakaua is now on view in the

Archives of Hawaii building, and that of Kapiolani in the Bishop

Museum. The King's crown was despoiled in 1 893, and the

gems scattered. It was restored in 1925, and possesses its orig-

inal glory. The pavilion was later moved towards Richards

street, and has been used for years as a bandstand.

In July, 1887, following a meeting of citizens and the passing

of resolutions, King Kalakaua signed a new constitution in the

Palace which placed responsibility for the conduct of the govern-

ment with the Cabinet instead of with the ruler. It was one of

the important steps toward a more liberal type of government.

In July, 1 889, a revolution, led by Robert W. Wilcox, a part-
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Hawaiian, who had been educated by the Hawaiian government

in the artillery school of Turin, Italy, had for its objective the pos-

session of the Palace. The plot failed, the Palace being held by

Capt. Robert Waipa Parker, with a small force of the King's

Guard. The revolutionists took j30ssession of the "Bungalow," a

frame building used as a palace when the new structure was under

construction. The palace grounds were surrounded by armed

citizens and within twelve hours the revolutionists surrendered.

The oil portrait of Louis Philippe. King of France, in the throne

room, was riddled with bullets fired by sharpshooters stationed in

the tower of Kawaiahao Church. They were citizens defending

the government's interests, and, strangely enough. King Kalakaua,

it is said, was secretly in harmony with Wilcox's plot. If .suc-

cessful, he would have abrogated the constitution of 1887 and

promulgated a new one, which would have restored to him the

personal and sovereign prerogatives formerly held by him.

On February 15, 1891, the funeral ceremonies for King

Kalakaua, who died in San Francisco on January 20, 1891, and

whose body lay in slate in the throne room, took place. It was

an imposing funeral, attended by representatives of foreign na-

tions, officers and bluejackets and marines of visiting warships,

tlie grief-stricken consort, and other members of the royal family.
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The body was brought to Honolulu on the U. S. cruiser ''Charles-

ton,'' arriving on January 29.

From January 1 4 to 17, 1 893, occurred the incidents which

resulted in the overthrow of the monarchy. On January 1 4,

Queen Liliuokalani proposed to promulgate a new constitution,

abrogating that signed by King Kalakaua in 1 887. The Queen's

constitution would have given the ruler greater power and in-

creased personal prerogatives. Citizens immediately formed com-

mittees, held mass meetings, and determinedly opposed her plan.

On January 1 4, shortly after she had prorogued the legislature,

the Queen personally appeared at the iron railing of the second

story balcony of the Palace, before a large assemblage of her

people gathered in front of the King street steps, and appealed to

her race to stand steadfast with her in her demand for the new con-

stitution. That was her last public appearance as queen before

her subjects.

On January 1 7, 1 893, the crisis came. The issue was forced

when a shot was fired downtown. In the afternoon the representa-

tives of the Provisional Government issued a proclamation from

the entrance to Aliiolani Hale, announcing the deposition of the

queen and the abrogation of the monarchy. Aliiolani Hale and

the Palace were taken by the Provisional Government, of which

Sanford B. Dole, former associate justice of the supreme court

of Hawaii, was chosen President. The former queen retired to

her private residence, Washington Place.

On June 2, 1893, the Executive Council designated the Palace

as the **Executive Building,'* and in it established the offices of

the Provisional Government.

The Republic of Hawaii

The official records on file in the Archives of Hawaii, note the

change as follows:
*

'Friday, June 2.

**The executive and advisory councils met at 3 o'clock.

**There were present Ministers Dole, Smith, Damon and

King ; Councilmen Wilder, Morgan, Nott, Tenney, Hatch, Em-
meluth. Brown, McChesney, Waterhouse, Allen, Bolte and Suhr.
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*'On the recommendation of the executive, Mr. Hatch intro-

duced the following resolution, which was unanimously passed:

"Resolved: The offices of the executive council shall be in

lolani Palace, which shall hereafter be the seat of government and

shall be known as the executive building.

"Meetings of the advisory and executive councils shall be held

in the executive building.

''Aliiolani Hale shall hereafter be known as the Court House.''

From Royalty to Democracy

The Pacific Commercial Advertiser on June 3, 1 893, published

the following story of the change from a royal to a republican

building, the headlines being as follows:

'THE MONARCHY BECOMES A THING
OF THE PAST"

*The New Executive Building Is Refurbished and

Allotted For the Work of the State."

"The troops from the barracks who had moved in the previous

day, had hardly time to settle themselves in shape in their perma-

nent abode in the basement of the new executive building, before

the exodus from the former government building to that place

began. ......
"The minister of the interior will make himself at home in the

large dining room on the ewa side, which has also been put in

shape to be made useful to the taxpayers. With the exception of

the old throne room, this is the only one large enough to accom-

modate the interior department.

"The minister of foreign affairs and president of the executive

will climb the grand staircase and take possession of the two rooms

on the ewa side, formerly occupied as the bed chamber and library

of the last King of Hawaii. The rooms were in a happy state of

confusion yesterday when visited, and the workmen were busy

removing and arranging books and tables for the new occupants.
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"The attorney-general's department will be situated in the large

bed chamber in front of the foreign office, but the business and

law office of the department will be situated in the court house

(old government building) across the way in the room now occu-

pied by Judges Whiting and Cooper.

"The old throne room was being arranged for the council cham-

ber, and the executive and advisory councils will hold their ses-

sions there hereafter. The fine room will be well furnished and

whenever the occasion arises will be used for public receptions,

audiences, etc.

"In the basement of the building the regular troops are domi-

ciled. I he kitchens were in full blast when the Advertiser re-

porter visited the new quarters yesterday, and the long tables were

being laid for the approaching meal in the wide hall. The men

not on duty were taking it easy in their cosy apartments on each

side of the main hallway. In the ewa end of the basement is the

military headquarters. Colonel Soper was found at his table in

the mauka room. F'aymaster McLeod was busy at a long table

paying off the men, and everything seemed to be running like

clock-work.
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"The m,ost of the furniture in the bungalow has been removed,
and It is now being prepared for a headquarters for the ..staff

officers of the volunteer forces, but will need a general cleaning up
before it is fit for occupancy.

"The old carved table, upon which the bodies of the Kamc-
hamehas were laid out after death, was seen standing in the walk
on the cwa side of the building. It was tabu to the natives around
the premises, and none of them would go near it or touch it. They
did not seem to have the same fear of the tabu lately laid upon

*the eXHjuecn's palace' by the kahunas to keep the haoles out.

and after the military had taken formal possession of it (forty-

eight hours ago) showed no hesitancy in gomg to work anywhere
in the building where a job could be secured,"

On June 6, 189.3. the Advertiser noted the occupancy by the
new officials as follows:

President Supersedes Sovereign

"An Advertiser reporter called at the executive building yester-

day morning after the mmisters %vere fairly settled m their new
quarters. Meeting Minister Damon at the main entrance, the re-
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porter visited the finance office with him first. The large safes

were placed in each end of the office. The minister's desk was
in the center, next to the large folding doors.

"In the makai end of the interior office, Minister King has his

private office .separated from the chief clerk by screens.

"President Dole and staff occupy the two mauka rooms up-
stairs in the ewa end of the building. When the reporter en-

tered. President Dole was busy arranging his books and papers.

Ktilalcaua's staff. Left to right: Col. .Fames H. tloyd,
Col. H. F. Oei-telniann. CIol. JameB W. HohortHon (Clumi^
iHniaiii). and (^ol. Joint I). Holt l.^ittiiigi.

With another gentleman present, the three sat down to the Lite

king's round table, which will be hereafter used for the delibera-

tions of cabinet meetings. F'estive kings and queens in pairs and

lone jacks and jack-pots will hereafter not be in it, and the dignity

of the new shall in some degree atone for the rolicking neglect of

the old.

"F^assing across the wide hallway, the apartments of the at-

lorney-general and his deputy were entered. They are situated

mauka in the waikiki end of the building."
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On August 12, 1898. the formal ceremony of tlie transfer of

the government of the Republic of Hawaii to the United States of

America was held on the front (King street) steps of the palace.

President Dole, on behalf of the F^epublic of Hawaii, transferred

the sovereignty of the Republic to the United States through Hon-

orable Harold M. Sewall, United States Minister to Hawaii.

The Hawaiian flag was lowered from the flagstaff over the central

tower facing King street, and the American flag raised. I31ue-

jackets and marines from the U. S. S. **FMladelphia' were

present.

On June 14, 1900, the Re-

pubhc of Hawaii ceased, and the

Territory oi Hawaii began to

function, with President Dole,

appointed by F^resident McKin-

ley, as the first territorial gov-

ernor.

The room to the right of the

central hall is now the House of

Representatives chamber. It was

formerly the throne room of the

kingdom. The funeral obse-

quies, not only of King Kala-

kaua, but of other members of the

royal family, including Princess

Kaiulani, Prince David Kawa-

nanakoa. Queen Liliuokalani,

I'^rince Jonah Kuhio Kalaniana-

ole, and Prince Albert Kunuiakea, had been held there; and also

those for Sanford I^, Dole, who died on June 9, 1926. The

room is still used for occasions of state.

QI;EEN'.S F-'RISON CtlAMBIiR

In 1895, following the royalist uprising on January 6, in an

abortive attempt to restore Queen Liliuokalani to the throne, the

military court of the Republic of Hawaii held its sessions in the

throne room. Within it, Liliuokalani, who was arrested at Wash-

Qmj ok a la:
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ington Place on January 1 6, was tried on a charge of misprision

of treason, the accusation being confirmed by the court. The queen

was sentenced to pay a fine of $5,000, and to imprisonment for

one year, her prison chamber being designated as the room in the

second story of the Palace at the waikiki-makai corner, formerly a

royal bedchamber, in which she spent nine months, her only com-

panion being a loyal Hawaiian woman.

In the monarchy period the throne room was used for formal

receptions, balls, levees and presentations, the etiquette of the Court

of St. James being punctiliously observed.

On the opposite side of the central hall is the Senate Chamber,

formerly the state dining room. The small chamber adjoining

it was formerly a small reception room, known as the Blue

Room, where the royal aides-de-camp greeted visitors. This

room is now devoted to committee-room service of the Senate.

Until the occupancy of the new territorial office building in

1926, the rooms in the basement used by the Department of Pub-

lic Works, Land Office, Geological Survey, Hawaiian Homes
Commission and Farm Loan Board, were originally the offices of

the Royal Chamberlain and assistant, the royal kitchen and cor-

responding service rooms.

The second story of the Palace was devoted to the private

apartments of the sovereign and family. King Kalakaua's bed-

chamber, and later (1891 to 1893) the apartment of Queen

Liliuokalani, is now the office of the Governor of Hawaii. From

1 893 to 1 900 it was the office of the Minister of Foreign Affairs.

The office adjoining, occupied by the Governor's secretary, was

the cabinet meeting room. The office of the Secretary of Hawaii

was the royal music room, also known as the Gold Room. This

was also the office of President Dole. The small corner verandah

room was the private office of the President, who often slept there.

The rooms on the opposite side of the hall were bedrooms, occu-

pied at various times by Queen Kapiolani, consort of King Kala-

kaua, Princess Poomaikalani, and Princess Kinoole.

Only two of Hawaii's monarchs held royal court in the new

lolani Palace—King Kalakaua and Queen Liluokalani. The
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walls of the throne room are enriched with oil portraits of all the

sovereigns of Hawaii, from Kamehameha I to Liliuokalani. In

the central hallways and in the senate chamber are portraits of

chiefs and chiefesses. Queen Kalama, consort of Kamehameha III,

High Chiefess Kekauluohi, Premier, mother of King Lunalilo,

Admiral Thomas, Royal Navy, Lord Beaconsfield, William

Gladstone, Alexander II of ["Russia, Najjoleon III of France,

President Dole, Princess Likelike and her daughter, Princess

Kaiulani, High Chief Charles Kanaina, High Chief A. Haalelea,

Kamehameha III as a youth.

The wide hallway in the second stoiy

was used as a royal breakfast room and

sitting room.

The woodwork throughout the build-

ing is principally from Hawaiian forests,

exquisitely polished. Koa, kou and oliia

are in evidence throughout. The old

royal Hawaiian coat-of-arms, together

with gilded spears and other marks of the

olden days, still adorn the interior of the

palace. Most of the furniture and fur-

nishings of the royal regime have been

removed, some of it, including the throne .^, , ,^,

chair, being on display in the Bishop Clininhcrlaiii

Museum.

The Royal Gateways

I here are rare and treasured associations connected with the

four main gates piercing the walls surrounding the grounds. Each

gate has its own Hawaiian name. Until 1889 a high, solid wall

surrounded the grounds. I his was lowered and then topped with

the present iron fence. At each gate were sentry boxes and

soldiers always on guard. Wiycs of soldiers on night duly at

the gates, often slept near by on mats.

The King street gate was known in the past as the "Kauikea-

ouli Gate." The Hawaiians never spoke of the "King street gate
*

or "Hotel street gate," etc. Fiach had its familiar Hawaiian
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designation. The "Kauikeaouli Gate" was named in honor of

Kamehameha III, during whose reign the Hawaiian monarchy

expanded into a more important and independent sovereignty, and

was graced during the latter part of his reign by a palace, the

predecessor of the present structure. The "Kauikeaouli Gate"

was restricted to the use of the royal family, cabinet ministers and

high officials of foreign countries, and army and navy officers

when making official calls, and on state occasions and at other

public functions. The gate,

also, was thrown open only on

sucl) occasions as when balls and

levees were given at the Palace.

It is said that one of the uses to

which the circular mirrors which

adorn the palace walls, especially

those flanking the main portal,

was for staff officers to note by

reflection just who might be ap-

proaching from the "Kauikeaouli

Gate," thereby obviating the

necessity of staring down the

driveway, and naturally they ad-

justed collars, cravats and royal

decorations by the mirrors.

The Richards street gate was named "Kinau," after Kinau,

the Premier, and mother of Kings Kamehameha IV and V. It

was set apart for the use of the general public calling on members

of the royal family or who had business to transact at the Palace.

1 he Hotel street gate was named "Haliimaile," through which

the ohuas (retainers), the Plousehold Guards, and others in sim-

ilar capacities passed in and out. It was also known as the

"Hakaleleponi Gate" in honor of the consort of Kamehameha
III, Queen Kalama.

The Likelikc street gate was named "Likelike" (said to have

been named after the Princess Likelike, sister of King Kalakaua

and Queen Liliuokalani) , and was used as a private gate for the

members of the royal family.
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The small gate on the Hotel street side, near Richards street,

and seldom opened, was, according to Queen Liliuokalani, in a

paragraph in her book, '^Hawaii's Story by Hawaii's Queen,"

placed there largely for the benefit of Governor John Dominis,

her husband, the governor of Oahu, owing to his dislike to appear

at any other gate and required always to give the password or be

subject to military salutes. It was also used, it is said, by King

Kalakaua when he desired to leave the grounds without "fuss or

feathers.*'

Rare Paintings in the Palace

Upon the walls of the throne room, senate chamber, the hall-

ways and offices of the Palace are many oil portraits, enlarged

photographs, and crayons of former rulers, princes, princesses,

chiefs and chiefesses, executives of the Hawaiian Islands, and dis-

tinguished foreigners, many of historic value. They include:

Kamehameha /, the Conqueror. There are two portraits, al-

most identical, showing him wearing his famous feather cloak. M.
Choris, artist with the Kotzebue expedition in 1816, painted a

portrait of Kamehameha, the king sitting for the likeness. The

one in the throne room is said to be an early copy, in oils, of the

original (1816), and the other, in the senate chamber, a copy

painted about 1850. That in the throne room reveals the Con-

queror wearing the famous red vest presented to Kamehameha by

Vancouver in 1 793, of which he was inordinately proud, wearing

it on official occasions, as he regarded it as a symbol of rulership

in common with King George III of England, to whom he had

ceded the island of Hawaii in 1 793, at a conference on board

H. M. S. '*Discovery.'' Vancouver's original letter concerning

this transaction is on file in the Archives of Hawaii.

Kamehameha II and his Queen, Kamamalu. Painted in Lon-

don during their visit there in 1824. They died in London in

July, 1824.

Kamehameha III and his consort. Queen Kalama. Painted in

Denmark about 1 846, by Mr. Plum, artist who accompanied

Captain Steen Bille, Danish Navy, who, during a visit to Hono-

lulu in 1846 with his warship the *'Ga/a//iea," executed a treaty
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between the Hawaiian Islands and Denmark. The portraits

were shipped from Denmark in December. 1846. and acknowl-

edgment of their receipt was made by the Minister of Foreign

Affairs. The frames were ordered from Boston in 1850.

Kamehameha IV. Portrait authorized for the Government by

the Legishiture of 1866, $1,000 being appropriated for the paint-

ing of the portraits of Kamehameha

IV and Kamehameha V.

Kamehameha V . Portrait cuth-

orized in connection with that of

Kamehameha IV.

Liinalilo. Portrait purchased

from the estate of his father, Charles

Kanaina, in 1882. for $100. He
died in December, 1873,

Kekaulmhi, High Chkfess,

mother of King Lunalilo and wife

of Kanaina. Purchased from Ka-
naina Estate in 1882, for $100.

Kekauluohi was Kuhina Nui (Pre-

' IS7'!--1874) mier) of the Hawaiian kingdom

from 1839 to 1845. This portrait

was reproduced from an engraving which was made by A. T.
Agate, artist with Commodore Charles Wilkes, United States
Naval Exploring Expedition in the Pacific Ocean. 1838-1842.

King David Kakkaua. Portrait painted by Wm. Cogswell,
American artist, in the late eighties. It is almost life size and de-
picts the king in his uniform as commander-in-chief of the Ha-
waiian army. He died January 20, 1891,

Queen Kapiolani, consort of King Kalakaua. Portrait paint-

ed by Charles Hasselmann, finished in August, 1 884. She died

in 1899.

Queen Liliuokalani, sister of King Kalakaua. Portrait paint-

ed by Wm. Cogswell. She reigned from 1891 to 1893, and
died November II, 1917.

iig Fjiinalilo

42



It is an interesting commentary regarding the portraits of Kala-

kaua and Liliuokalani, that until 1927, although they had re-

mained undisturbed in the palace from the time they were placed

there during the reign of the king, they were not the property of

the Hawaiian Government. Ordered by Kalakaua, the portraits

were painted by William Cogswell, a celebrated American artist.

The King died in January, 1 89 1 . The artist requested payment

of Liliuokalani, the king's sister. The receipt for the payment

of the paintings, $3,000, was filed by Cogswell at Honolulu, and

reads as follows:

Honolulu, October 19, 1892.

*'Her Majesty, Liliuokalani, to Wm. Cogswell.

"To full length portrait of His Late Majesty Kala-

kaua, including frame $1 ,500

"To full length portrait of Herself, with frame. . 1,500

$3,000

"Received payment.

"(Signed) Wm. Cogswell.

The next day the following letter was written

:

"Honolulu, Oct. 20, 1892.

"Mr. Curtis laukea. Dear Sir:

"I wish to present my regards to Her Majesty and thank her

for the interest she has taken in the portraits. I have somewhat

regretted letting them go at $3,000. Had I taken the second

thought I certainly would not have sold them for less than $3,500.

However, I am satisfied and hope the Queen will be also.

"Very sincerely, yours,

(signed) "Wm. Cogswell.'*

Colonel laukea, referred to, was a distinguished officer in the

service of both King Kalakaua and Queen Liliuokalani, serving

as chamberlain for each. He was minister plenipotentiary and

envoy extraordinary from Hawaii at the coronation of the Russian

Czar in 1882, and was similarly accredited to all the royal courts

of Europe that year; was chamberlain to Queen Kapiolani when

she visited London in 1887, on the occasion of Queen Victoria's

Jubilee, and again in 1897, was military aide to Hon. S. M.
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Damon, envoy to London on the occasion of Victoria's Diamond

Jubilee. He was military aide to President Dole when the

latter visited Washington, D. C, in January-February, 1897. In

1927 he was appointed by Governor Farrington as a member of

the "Captain James Cook 150th Anniversary Committee,'

Elarly in 1927 the trustees of the Liliuokalani Trust, in view

of ihe ab(n-r recrlpt frnm Cogswell, formally transferred the

portraits to the government of the

Territory of Hawaii by fihng the

Cogswell receipt in the Archives

of Ham-aii.

On April 14. 1927, the leg-

islature passed a concurrent

resolution, accepting the por-

traits, expressing the sentiment

that by remaming m the throne

room the portraits would add to

"the gracious memory of Queen

Liliuokalani."

Q^ueen hmtna, consort of

Kamehameha IV. This painting

was in possession of the Kapio-

lani Estate. F-*resented to the

Government, through Governor Sanford B. Dole, in July, 1902,

to be placed in the throne room. She died in 1885,

Charles Kamim, father of King Lunalilo. Associate justice

of the supreme court in 1842, and a member of the House of

Nobles from 1845 to 1876.

King William I of Prussia and Field Marshal Bhicher. Pre-

sented by the former to King Kamehameha III in 1830. the por-

traits being accompanied by a personally inscribed letter on parch-

ment (now in the Archives of Hawaii), signed by King Wil-

liam. Acknowledgment was not made by the Hawaiian Gov-

ernment until 1846. These paintings adorned the first palace in

Honolulu in 1832, and are described in "The Voyage of the

F'rigate Potomac Around the World," by Commodore Downes,

U. S. N.
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Admiral Richard Thomas, Royal British Navy, who restored

the Hawaiian Islands to their independent sovereignty on July

31, 1843, thereby repudiating their seizure by Lord George

Paulet, R. N., in February, 1843, sent a portrait of himself in

response to a request by King Kamehameha III. The admiral's

portrait was hung upon the wall at the right of the entrance to

the old Palace. It was reported at the time of its reception in

1848 to be a "striking likeness** of the admiral, who, until his

death, was a warm friend of the Islands. His memory to this day

is revered not only by Hawaiians, but by haole (white) residents.

The portraits of Admiral Thomas and Frederick William II, King

of Prussia ( 1848) were brought to Honolulu on H. B. M.'s ship

*

'Constance,'' and on June 14, 1848, were presented by Captain

Courtenay to Kamehameha III.

The letter from Frederick William II, of Prussia, accompany-

ing this portrait, was dated October 30, 1847. He acknowledges

receipt of Kamehameha IIFs letter of acceptance (dated I 846)

of the portraits of his father. King William I of Prussia, and of

Field Marshal Prince Blucher, in 1830. He states he is sending

his own portrait to give further assurance of his friendship. This

portrait for many years was lost, but in 1925 was discovered in

the Palace attic, together with those of King Wilhelm I and Mar-

shal Blucher. The King of Prussia in the same year ( 1 848)

was a fugitive from his kingdom due to a revolution, and found

sanctuary in England. The portraits were sent to Hawaii in ack-

nowledgment of Hawaiian feather capes sent to the Prussian

ruler, and on display in Berlin and Dresden.

Louis Philippe, King of France. A full length portrait sent

by the French King to Kamehameha III as a mark of friendship.

Received at Honolulu in February, 1848, aboard the French

corvette '*Sarcelle'* and offered by the captain to the King at

the Palace, in the presence of a guard of marines. Twelve French

sailors carried the portrait to the Palace from the harbor. It was

removed to the new Palace in 1882, and since the overthrow of

the monarchy has been in the throne room.
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King of

escorted

By a strange coincidence, about the time it was received at

Honolulu (1848), Louis Philippe had fled to England during a

revolution, and never regained his throne.

It was an auspicious day, this 1 uesday, February 15, 1848,

when the French warship arrived and the great oil portrait of the

France, in its heavy, gilded frame, was landed and

n state to the royal Palace, where the Kme and bis

ministers and staif awaited it at

the entrance. Monsieur Dillon,

the French Commissioner, made

the presentation m French, the

interpretation of whicii was made

by Robert Crichton WyUie, Min-

ister of Foreign Relations, as fol-

lows :

"Agreeably to my oflicial in-

structions, I have the pleasure of

presenting to Your Majesty a

full-length portrait of my August

Sovereign, Louis Philippe, first

,Prin(!t>ss Kainlani King of the French. It would

not be becoming in me to attempt

to enhance the merit of an attention in itself so distinguished, and

which implies so particular an esteem for the character of Your

Majesty.

"In contemplating the features of a Prince to wliorr! his con-

temporaries have long since awarded the surname of Sage, and

whom posterity, I am confident, will one day call The Just, your

Majesty will experience the desire of marching in his footsteps

while pursuing the same means for the welfare of your subjects."

Kamehameha III made the following reply:

"I am very much pleased with your remarks, on behalf of His

Majesty, the King of the French, and of the bold appearance of

his portrait,

"I am unable to find at this time, suitable words to express my

feeling. But I request of you to communicate to your good and
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great Sovereign, regarding this royal gift; which I appreciate

very much, and of the respect extended to me, above all reigning

sovereigns within this ocean. They have not received a gdt of

this nature, that would show the love extended by the Great

Sovereigns of Europe. In receiving this from His Majesty, an

honor has been conferred upon me by the King of the French.

"In placing this famous portrait within my Royal Palace, the

manner it was presented, in the presence of my little family, will

be a means of strengthening my

government. This will be care-

fully preserved and the same to

pass into the possession of my

Royal successors. So that in time

of trouble, be a guide to wiseK-

and carefully administer the af-

fairs in time of prosperity, and to

follow the examples set by him.

"Mr. Dillon, in accepting thi^

great gift from your hands will b>'

the means of your becoming my

friend, and I herewith offer you

my hand. I will direct my chiefs t'rinee LelciolioKii

and my officials to remember that

the King of the French has sent this precious gift through ycu, and

they must respect you in manner due to your rank."

The Government of France has. from time to time, made over-

tures to secure this portrait from Hawaii for the National Gallery

in Paris.

Alexander //, Czar of Russia. His portrait was received from,

St. Petersburg in 1 864 and presented to Kamehameha V by the

Russian vice-consul, J. C. F^fluger.

Covermr John O. Dominis, consort of Queen Lilmokalani, and

Governor of Oahu, who died in 1892, then bearing the title of

Prince Consort.

Levi HaaMea, staff officer under King Kamehameha HI.

Member of the Privy Council, 1852-1855 ; member of the House

of Nobles. 1853-1862.
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Kinau, Queen of Kamehameha I. Kuhina Nui, or Premier

of Hawaii 1 832 to 1 839 ; mother of Kamehameha IV and Kame-

hameha V. She died in 1 839.

Sanford B. Dole. Associate Justice of the Supreme Court,

Hawaii, 1887-1893; President of the Provisional Government,

and Republic of Hawaii, 1 893-1 900. He died June 9, 1 926.

Prince Jonah Kuhio Kalan'ianaole, created a Prince of the

Crown by King Kalakaua, and elected Delegate to the United

States Congress, 1902 to 1922, as a Republican. He was

styled the **Citizen Prince** and "Prince of the People." He
died January 7, 1922, one of the most popular of Hawaiians

since Kamehameha III.

Kamehameha III, as a young man wearing the Windsor uniform

presented by the King of England. (Upper hallway.) On the

back of the canvas appears this legend: "Painted by Henry C.

Pratt, Boston, U. S. A.*'

Earl Beaconsfield (Disraeli). Prime Minister of Great

Britain.

William E. Gladstone, Prime Minister of Great Britain. Both

of these were purchased in London in 1882, with dozens of other

paintings, to adorn the new Palace, each at £7.

Napoleon III, Emperor of France. Presented by the Em-
peror to Kamehameha IV in 1857. A rare likeness.

Immediately after annexation (1898) and the formal raising

of the American flag over the Palace, the Hawaiian Commission,

appointed by President McKinley, required an inventory of all

public property. The paintings in the Palace were valued at

about $4,000, no effort being made to put a historic-monetary

value upon them.

The Coronation in 1883

The coronation of King Kalakaua and Queen Kapiolani on

February 12, 1883, nine years after the former's election as King,

was a brilliant function. It was held in a special pavilion erected

in front of the King street entrance to the Palace. The crowns,

scepter, robes, etc., were purchased in Europe. They were mod-

elled after those of Russia. The crown of the King was slightly
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larger than that of the Queen. 1 hey were nearly oval, and each

ornamented with a Mahese cross at the apex, brilliantly studded

m'ith diamonds. The rims or fillets encircling the head were of

solid gold, inlaid with diamonds and other precious stones, and

set on each edge with one hundred and twenty small diamonds

;

and on either side were gold taro leaves copied from a plant highly

prized m Hawaii for the succulent root which provides pot, the so-

called national dish. Midway m the fillet were set twenty opals,

alternating with eight emeralds

and as many rubies. At the

front and back the fillet was sur-

mounted by a golden Maltese

cross, in the arms of which were

set forty-eight diamonds, each

arm having three. In the center

of the cross, m front was a mag-

nificent diamond of about six

carats weight, and on the sides

were others a trifle smaller. A
splendid carbuncle glowed m the

center of the cro.«!s set at the back. Springing from the fillet over

the crimson cap of velvet were eight butlressses of gold, each uniting

under the orb supporting the topmost cross, the bars bein^ em-

blematical of the union of the eight major islands of the group.

Within each of the crowns wa.s a cap of ruby, or crimson, velvet

or plush. I he King's scepter was composed of silver, inlaid with

gold. I he royal robes were purple, edged with ermins.

I he coronation ceremony was adapted from similar ceremonies

at courts of Europe. Invitations sent by the government of Ha-

waii to foreign governments were responded to with few excep-

tions, special envoys extraordinary and ministers plenipotentiary at-

tending. Foreign warships anchored in the harbor at the time

were the U. S. S. "Wachmells," U. S. S. "LackaiCamm,'' H.

B, M.'s "Muliner and the French warship "Lunr.Tfe,'" the offi-

cers of which witnessed the ceremony.
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Like Napoleon, Kalakaua received the crown from the hands ot

the Chancellor, himself placed it upon his head, then placed the

ether upon the head of his consort. Similarly, the newly made

and gorgeous Sword of State, the Royal Feather Mantle of Kame-

hameha I, the Ring of Kingly Dignity, the Scepter of Kingly

Power and Justice, were bestowed upon the King.

I he coronation pavilion, now a bandstand, located in the ewa

portion of the grounds, was originally called **Ke-'lii-poni Hale."

It wa.s ccmpleted in February, 1883, at a cost of about $9,000.

Crown. Scepter and Sword of King Kalakaua

In 1893, after the overthrow of the monarchy, the crown of

King Kalakaua was despoiled by a looter in the palace, and

stripped of most of the gems, the crown itself being twisted and

broken. I he crown of Kapiolani was untouched. The looter

was captured and imprisoned. Many of the gems were recovered.

For twenty years the crown was sealed ie its original leather case,

in the custody of the Archives of Hawaii. The legislature of

1925 provided a fund for its rehabilitation, and it is again a

thing of beauty. The crown of Kapiolani, the scepter, and other

symbols have been on exhibition at the Bishop Museum for many

years. 1 he crown of Kalakaua is retained in the Archives of

Hawaii.
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The Historic Throne Room

Those were bright-huecl decades m Hawaii when KatBshameha

III reigned back in the forties and fifties of hist century. It was

the lavender-scented period when Kamchameha IV and hss at-

tractive queen, Emma Kaleleonalani, occupied the throne. Both

Kamehameha IV and Kamehameha V, aside from their own

personal manners, had acquu'ed a polish in foreign lands, for they

had traveled abroad. Both

IvameharoEha and Queen E.mma

presided with a dignity that was

the hallmark of elegance when

official functions were held m the

old Palace. Low bows and

obeisances, quiet dignity in the

.'hrone room during receptions and

levees were ciiarmmg features of

this royal court of the Pacific.

But it was also a merry one.

Kamehameha IV was die suave,

rlegant ruler. Kamehameha V
was the stately and dignified ruler

who brcuglrt to his court all the

pomp and ceremony existent in

foreign courts, yet he was a keen

diplomat and a stern ruler. King Lunalilo's short reign of a year

afforded no opportunity to measure its court life.

E^ut the exctic flower of rcyal life came to full blossom m the

reign of Kalakaua, from 1874 to 1891
—

"F-^ex," as he was fa-

miliarly referred to. It was then that Hawaii became the mecca

of travelers, and Honolulu became a capital of more importance to

the world and the home of the American navy in the western sea.

That in itself brought an unusual increase of social life into the

kmgdom, and particularly into the court. Artists brought their

palettes from Europe and America; writers came with their pens

to record their thoughts of the charm of life in the miniature king-

Major
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dom ; musicians from abroad caught the soft, golden melodies of

Hawaii nei m the web of their compositions; diplomats brought; ihe

elements of statecraft to Honolulu and watched the intrigues be-

hind die Palace doors. So a writer has described life at the

Palace.

American ideals preclude thrones, crowns, scepters, titles of

nobility and other forms of royalty, yet there is a throne in Ha-
waii, in the beautiful throne room of the Hawaiian Palace. Up
to 1893 there had been a throne in the Hawaiian Island^, and for
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Throne of loJaiii Palaee

a century two dynasties occupied the seat of power. Finished in

native woods, the throne room is ornate yet stately. Over the

royal dais :;tiH exists the heavy brocaded canopy as it was when

Kalakaua and Liliuokalani stood becnath it. Across the tall,

stately windows, all of which open upon wide verandas, tall heavy

brccaded curtains, and above each window is a pair of gilded

spears, symbols of the warrior days of Kamehameha I. From the

ceilings hang many beautiful crystal chandeliers, at first illuminated

by gas jets, and now by electric lamps. Surrounding the room are
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still to be seen the high-backed gilt and brocaded chairs of royal

days, small replicas of the larger chairs upon the dais. The eti-

quette of the Court of St. James prevailed in the throne room, and

upon state occasions, when a reception, levee or ball was given, it

fairly blazed with gold-trimmed uniforms, and costly gems worn

by beautifully gowned women, both Hawaiian and foreign. The

famous Royal Hawaiian Military Band, directed from 1872 to

1915 by Henri Berger, a bandmaster sent to Kamehameha V by

Empercr William of Germany, played in the ornate bandstand.

The clank of swords was heard on such occasions, for the rulers

had extensive military staffs.

But the days of royalty are gone; the empty dais, the canopy

and heavy window hangings, the oil portraits of former rulers, and

the crossed spears are but mute evidence that once kings and

queens were wont to assert their sovereignty within those now silent

walls. But above the canopy where once was a gilded crown,

a gilded eagle now poises. Where the king and queen once presid-

ed at brilliant state dinners, the senate of Hawaii now holds its bi-

ennial sessions. Where the king slept, the American governor of

the Territory, appointed by the President of the United States,

now has his office. Other former boudoirs of royalty are now oc-

cupied by the attorney-general of the territory and his staff. In

the basement, where the wine was kept cool and the cooks prepared

food and sent it above in dumb waiters which opened out upon the

main floor and on the second floor, are rooms which for years were

occupied as territorial offices. The throne room is occupied every

two years by the House of Representatives.

Directly behind the royal dais is a hardwood door, covered

with a heavy curtain. Through this door in the old days the king

and queen entered directly from the robing room and stood upon

the dais. Nowadays, when the House session is about to open,

the door is opened and the curtains swept aside when the Speaker

of the House makes his appearance. The desire of each succeed-

ing territorial administration has been to preserve the throne room,

as nearly as possible in its condition during the royal period.
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Kalakaua Used Mode:rn Invf:ntions

The use of electric light and the telephone in Hawaii had

its inception in the royal palace. On the night of July 2 1

,

1 886, an exhibition of electric lights was given at the Palace and

in "Palace Square," under the eye of King Kalakaua and mem-

bers of the royal family, attended by an exhibition drill of military

companies, which were reviewed in person by the King. Five

lamps had been placed in posi-

tion, as follows: One at the

Palace, one at Aliiolani Hale,

one on Richards street m front of

the Palace gate, and two on King

street (Palace Square). The en-

gine, located at an iron foundry,

was started, and at 7 p. m. elec-

tricity "flooded the square with

a soft but brilliant light, which

turned the night into day. The

Palace was brilliantly illuminat-

ed." Two years later the Palace

and streets of Honolulu were

lighted by electricity furnished
('ill. Henry FYeiiders^'ast. ,

,

Cliamberlajn from a government power hou.«c

in Nuuanu Valley, water power

operating the generators. The little Princess Katrilani, attended

by Princess Liliuokalani, was given the honor of turning on the

power.

The new palace had been lighted for the first time with gas on

No%'ember 4, 1882.

1 wo of the first telephones used m Honolulu connected the

Palace with King Kalakaua's boathouse. These instruments are

now on exhibition in the Bishop Museum. Honolulu was among

the first cities in the world to take up the telephone practically.

The honor of introducing it in Hawaii goes to Senator C, H.

Dickey, of Maui. He brought a set of instruments from the
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island of Maui, where he had been using them. This was in

1878, and in the same year, S. G. Wilder, then Minister ot the

Interior, installed a set connecting the Government Building with

his lumber yard. The practicability of the telephone being thus

demonstrated. King Kalakaua purchased telephones for the

Palace.

Statue of Kamehameha I

The statue of Kamehameha I, which stands in front of the

Judiciary Building, was authorized by the legislature of 1878,

which appropriated $ I 0,000 for

a statue of the Conqueror to

commemorate the hundredth an-

niversary of the discovery of the

Hawaiian Islands by Captain

James Cook, Royal Navy, in

I 778. The statue is of bronze

and shows the Conqueror wear-

ing the famous feather cloak, the

original of which is in the Bishop

Museum, leanmg on a spear, with

the right arm extended, palm up,

and slightly upraised, in the act

of bidding "aloha"'' (welcome).

This statue is the repHca of an

original which for a time lay at

the bottom of the sea near the

Falkland Islands, where the ves-

sel in which it was being trans-

ported, sank in a gale. Later,

the original was reco\'ercd and Statue of Kameliainflui I

brought to Honolulu, and then

sent to Kohala, island of Hawaii, the birthplace of Kamehameha

I, where it was erected. On the sides of the pedestal which forms

the ba,se are relief casts of noted events in the life of Kamehameha,

viz., (1 ) Appearance ol Captam Cook's vessels; (2), Cook land-



ing at Kealakekua Bay, Hawaii, 1779; (3), Kamehainelia's

progess as a -fis«r-catcher; (4) the king viewing his war canoes,

the famous Peleleu fleet. The repHca statue was unveiled in

Honolulu by King Kalakaua in 1884, It was designed by David

R. Gould, a Boston sculptor.

The history of the statue would

be incomplete without a ref-

erence to the "statue .worship-

per/* A Portuguese, mentally

weak, has worshipped the statue

for more than thirty years, ap-

pearing before it daily at sunrise

and holding his post of obser-

vation at the King street entrance

to the Palace grounds until late

each afternoon. Like Pygmcdion,

he expects the statue some day to

come to life.

The Pacific Commercial Ad-

vertiser on May 20, 1882, pub-

lished the following extract from

the report of the Commemorative

Monument Committee

:

ol. 0. W. Maefaiiaiie,

t'hamboiiain.

"Hon. Godfrey Rhodes,

"President of the Legislative Assembly:

"Sir:—The Special Commemorative Monument Committee

appointed by the Assembly of 1878, and reappointed by the As-

sembly of 1880, to procure the design and execution of a monu-

ment, as commemorative of the centennial of the discovery of this

archipelago by Cook, beg to report as follows:

"The Assembly of 1878 voted an appropriation of $10,000

for a centennial monument. The Committee agreed that a bronze

statue of Kamehameha, the Founder of the Kingdom, was the

appropriate monument to commemorate the most important event

in the history of the islands.
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"File Committee entered into an agreemcBt in 1879 with an

artist, Thomas R. Gould, residing at Florence, Italy, to design

and execute the statue for the sum appropriated, $10,000.

"The statue of Kamehameha was duly executed according to

contract, and was shipped from the Port of Bremen on board the

barque *G. F. HaendeL' This vessel, when near the Falkland

Islands, took fire, and sank when on soundings off Port Stanley.

The committee had effected an

insurance on the statue, and re-

covered the .sum of 50,000

marks, or about $12,000, which

was deposited, on behalf of the

committee, with Gustave C.

Melchers, merchant, of Bremen.

This msu ranee money was de-

manded by Minister Carter as a

realization of the Hawaiian Gov-

ernment.

"But the committee determin-

ed to fulfill the duty imposed

upon them by the Legislative As- John () Donunis.

sembly, retained the insurance Prince CoiiKort

fund, and entered into a negotiation with the artist, Gould, to fur-

nish a replica of the lost statue; and an agreement was drawn up

by J. W. Austin. Esq., of I^oston (formerly of Honolulu), who

has kindly assisted the committee throughout the whole transaction.

'*The terms of the agreement were that a replica should be exe-

cuted for $7,000; and furthermore, that four bronze tablets, not

less than 30 inches square, representing Hawaiian historic incidents,

to be placed in the niches of the pedestal of the statue now set up

in front of Aliiolani Hale, were to be executed for $4,500. Ths

subjects of the tablets are as follows:

"I. 'I he vi.sit of Kamehameha,

Cook, en board the 'Discovery.

"2. The warrior Kamehamehc:

hurled at him at one time.
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"3. The review of the Peleleu fleet of war canoes, by the

Conqueror, Kamehameha.

"4. The era of peace, brought about by the Founder of the

Kingdom, when old people and children reposed in peace on the

highways.

"The whole w'ork of replica and tablets to cost $1 1,500, or

the whole amount of insurance on original statue, less about $500 ;

or sufficient to cover insurance on the new statue and tablets, and

the freight to Honolulu of same.

"Meanwhile, whilst the replica is in progress, or probably exe-

cuted in Europe, a vessel named the *Earl Dalhousie,' arrived in

the port of Honolulu, having on board the original statue that went

down with the burning ship off the Falkland Islands. The chair-

man of the committee went on board the vessel immediately on her

arrival to see the statue, and learn the views of Captain Jervis,

commander of the vessel, who had bought the statue from a

wrecker at Port Stanley, and brought it to this country on specula-

tion. The captain demanded $1,500 for his venture."

"The statue was damaged by the loss of one hand, and a

break in the feather cloak; but otherwise in a good state of preser-

vation, notwithstanding its extraordinary experience, and that it

has been fished up from the depths of the sea.

"The chairman conferred with members of the committee, and

with the Minister of the Interior; he was authorized to make the

best terms he could with the captain, and purchased the statue for

$875. The damaged statue has been placed under cover in a

small house built by order of the committee, and placed, by per-

mission of the Minister of the Interior, on the government lot of

Aliiolani Hale for inspection and repairs, and to await the final

disposition of the Assembly.

"Among the vicissitudes attending the endeavor to procure the

memorial statue of Kamehameha, we must mention that the artist,

Thos. R. Gould, who designed the original statue, and who was

engaged in the execution of the replica, suddenly died on the 27th

November, 1881. However, his son. Marshal Gould, also a

skilled artist, has finished the work of his father, and we hear

from him that the replica and tablets would be all finished and
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shipped to Honolulu early in this month; so that it is probable that

at this time the works of art designed as a commemorative monu-

ment to adorn this city are now on their way to the Port of Hono-

lulu."

A detailed account of the unveihng of the statue can be found

in the Pacific Ccmmercial Advertiser of February 15. 1883, and

also a history of same in said paper of August 1 3, 1898.

Historic Ai^ci-1!\'Es of Hawaii

The Archives of Hawaii building, the hall of records of the

territorial government, occupies a site between tlie Palace and ihe.

King' K;

Library of Hawaii. It is of classic design, the interior provided

with fireproof equipment for the preservation of the official and

hterary treasures of the Hawaiian Islands, which date back to

I 790. After lying many years in out-of-the-way places in the

various government buildmgs, the archives of Hawaii were as-

sembled in the newly completed structure in 1 906. While diese

valuable documents had not been wholly neglected or uncared for

in the past, {hat to a great extent had been their fate.

The events leading to the erection of the building and the

creation of the Archives Commission, were as follows: Shortly

after the annexation of the Hawaiian Islands by the United States

in 1898, the authorities at Washington sent a representative to

Honolulu to look up these archives with a view "to having them

transferred to the national capital. Hawaii then suddenly realized

59



their value, and what the removal of its records to a place five

thousand miles aw^ay would mean to it, and urged on account of

their value to local affairs, and especially their relation to land

titles, that the documents be left in territorial custody. This was

finally agreed to on condition that a fireproof building be erected

by the island government to house them. Accordingly the legis-

lature of 1903 appropriated $75,000 for such a buildmg, and

plans were drawn to correspond with the amount appropriated,

but were afterwards changed for those of a less elaborate, less

costly structure. The building was turned over to the Archives

Commission April 23, 1906. The next step taken was the pas-

sage of an Act by the Legislature of 1905, creating a Board of

Commissioners of Public Archives, it having been thought best to

place the documents under the charge of a permanent iiead as

being more conducive to regularity in their care than would be

the case under officials who were rotating in office.

The Act creating this board was approved April 3, 1905, and

f^rof. W. D. Alexander and A. F. Judd were appointed com-

missioners, and with the Secretary of the Territory (who, the Act

specified, is a member ex-officio and chairman), constituted the

board. The duties of the Commission, as laid down in the Act,

are as follows:
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"It shall be the duty of such board to collect all public archives,

arrange, classify and inventory the same; to provide for their safe-

keeping; and to compile and furnish information concerning them/'

One of the first acts of the board was the appointment of Robert

C. Lydecker to take active charge of the work, with the title of

Librarian of Public Archives, holding same until his death in

1924. The splendid classification and arrangement of the vast

collection of public documents, etc., is a monument to Mr.

Lydecker. He was succeeded in Dscember, 1924, by Albert

Pierce Taylor, author of "Under Hawaiian Skies,'* a narrative

history of Hawaii, whose research into and knowledge of Ha-
waiian history, and his writings thereon, actuated the commission-

ers in their appointment.

The oldest document in the Archives bears date of March 22,

1 790, and is a letter from Capt. Simon Metcalf of the *'£/ea-

nora,'" at anchor off *'Owyhee" (Hawaii Island), addressed to

S. I. Thomas, J. Piedler, Jos. Mackey and John Young. The
captain complains of his boatswain being detained on shore, and

states that if he is not returned to the ship, "I am possessed of

sufficient power to take ample revenge, which it is your duty to

make the head chief acquainted with."

Next in point of age is a copy of a letter left with the Chiefs of

the Island of Hawaii by Capt. George Vancouver, dated March

9, I 793. This is a copy, doubtless written at the same time as

the original. The next letter is also from Capt. Vancouver, dated

25th February, 1 794, which refers to the famous declaration that

Kamehameha I ceded the island of Hawaii to His Britannic

Majesty.

The Archives contain a long line of historical papers through

to 1898, the year of annexation, including autographed letters of

the kings and queens and important personages of the islands;

autographed documents of many of the rulers of foreign nations

from 1820 to the close of the monarchy in 1893; relics of the

reigns of the various monarchs; historic flags; royal decorations;

original treaties; all the land patents and other important papers

relating to land matters ; the correspondence of officials of the gov-
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crnments with representatives in Hawaii of foreign governments,

and with the foreign governments direct; a large amount of the

official and personal correspondence of Queen Liliuokalani; the

crown of King Kalakaua ; a mass of vital papers and documents

relating to the overthrow of the monarchy. The archives docu-

ments are unique as they trace

the history of the Hawaiian race

from a period of barbaric feudal-

ism to civilized constitutionalism.

The Royal Barracks

'I he medieval-lookmg struc-

ture which adjoins the National

Guard Armory on Hotel street,

formerly known as the Royal

Household Barracks of Kame-

hameha V, is one of the unusual

structures m Honolulu, and is

closely associated with the history

of the Palace. It is of unique

architecture, with its l)alt!emented

sc|uare towers and embrasured parapets typical of Hie castles of

the Middle Ages, and has very thick walls of solid coral, harking

back to the days when cannon were not so effective as today, and

built in a style prevalent; in all countries at that time for the hous-

ing of soldiers.

The present building was erected on the site of the home of

Queen Kalama, widow of Kamehameha III, and when finished

in 1870, was considered one of the finest structures on the island^

having a capacity for 200 officers and men. In it were housed

the King's Guards. During the reign of Kamehameha V soldiers

were not altogether a necessity, but a small army was maintained,

principally as an adornment for reviews, guards of honor for
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visiting diplomats, admirals and generals, and also in order that

the numerous colonels and majors whom Kamehamcha V, Lima-

lilo and Kalakaua appointed on iheu' military staffs would have

something to command. The kings of the Kamehameha line

were wont to have armies, although quite small, which were

evolved from the spear-and-war-club and feather-helmeled war-

riors of the days of Kamehameha I, down to the later gaudily

garbed soldiers of Kamehameha V's time, whose drill and uni-

forms were patterned after those of the British.

The first commander of the King's Guard was Captain Ka-

hooulimoku, and later Major Moehonua was their chief officer and

instructor.

Old !!

In King Kalakaua's reign a battery of Austrian needle guns

was purchased and stationed at the barracks, and the King's

Guards became more an artillery than an infantry organization.

Composed entirely of Hawaiian?, the guard was an imposing lot

cf men clad in smart blue blouses, white trousers and white hel-

mets on state occasions.

The Royal Household Barracks figured m the revolution of

1889, and agam m 1893, when the monarchy was overthrown

and a provisional government was establisiied, but the guards of-

fered very little resistance in the latter revolution. The household

troops were disbanded immediately after the overthrow, by order

of the Provisional Government, and the barracks were occupied
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by troops sworn in by the new government F'rom then until

1898, when the islands were annexed to the United States, the

barracks were used as quarters of the army of the republic of

Hawaii, which ceaf.ed to be a factor in 1900, when the territorial

form of government repLiced that of the provisional regime, and

Uncle Sam's troops were placed in Honolulu for permanent stfi"

tion, first at Kapiolani Park, at

what was then known as Camp

McKinky, named in honor of

President McKinley.

Afterwards the old barracks

were used by the National Guard

for storage purposes Ijiit the guard

gave yp the building when the

old building was given over to

the United States and made into

a cjuartermaster department ware-

house and offices for stores. Tfie

arrangement continued for many

years. About 1920 the build-

ing was remodeled inside for

the purpose of providing a place

of recreation for the men in the regular service, and is now known

as the Service Club. The outside of the old barracks is un-

changed, and the structure is being preserved by the war depart-

ment as one of Honolulu's most historic buildings.

The King'.s Chai^el. Kawaiahao Church

Dominating F'alace Square, imposing in its style of architec-

ture, old fCawaiahao Church, dedicated in the early forties of

last century, and poetically described as the "Westminster Ab-

bey of Hawaii," is one of Honolulu's most historic structures.

The "Old Stone Church" of Kawaiahao is the fifth in succes-

sion of iiouses of worship built near the same spot. All the

others were frames of poles, in the native style, thatched with

grass.
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The first was 54x21 feet in size; had plain doors, a pulpit

window, a decent pulpit, and astral lamps. It was built by sub-

scription which was opened on June 25, 1821, chiefs and for-

eigners contributing; was dedicated on September 15 tlie same

year. Rev. Asa Thurston preaching the dedication sermon. This

house was destroyed by fire on March 30, 1824.

By command of Kalanimoku a second church was quickly

built, from materials contributed by certain chiefs. It was 72x25

feet, and seated 600 people; but it proved too small for the con-

gregation; and, in 1825, a third church was built by Queen

Kaahumanu and Kalanimoku, at a place which is now the south

corner of the Elxecutive Building yard, the angle of King and

Likelike streets.

The fourth was built, also by royal authority, in 1829, sea-

ward as to its site and at right angles as to its pos:tion, from tlie

^^

,
HPRiiSS^Bi^^&iiteif^EM

present iitone church. It was 196x63 feet, and seated 4,000

people. The pulpit, neatly built of native wood, was at the

middle of the ea::t side. It rose from a low platform 24x12 feet,

behind which was a vertical sounding-board of the same size,

broken only by the central pulpit window. Some settees for the

privileged ones faced the platform, but the great audience seated
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themselves on mats which covered the rush-strewn earth floor.

Entrance was through two large doors at each end, and numerous

smaller ones at the sides. 7 he dedication of this church was held

July 3, 1 829. All the dignitaries of the state were present. The

young King, and the Prmcess, his sister, made addresses to the

people, and the King made a voluntary dedicatory prayer. A
trained choir of men and women rendered the hymns, and a bass-

viol represented the orchestra.

The building of the fifth church took its impulse from a desire

of die young King for three things—a ship of war, a palace, and

a new church. Kinau, his Premier, thought it well to secure the

church first; and at a public-called meeting, early in 1836, plans

were shown and explained, and a subscription started, the King

leading off with $3,000. Governor Kekuanaoa was master work-

man. The male cliurch members were divided into five bands, and

each band wrought one day in the week as volunteers. Coral

blocks for the walls were cut from the reef near the harbor. The

heavy timbers for floor and roof were native wood, hewed to size.

Quantities of lime mortar were made from home materials. The
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basement was excavated to coral bed rock, and basement walls

and piers started from that foundation. The building is 1 44x78

feet, has a basement, main floor and galleries, and a vestibule

and tower. It was six years in building, and cost $33,000; and

wa.s opened July 21, 1842. In 1893 the woodwork had to be

renovated, and the mterior is, m every sense, modern. It was

agam rebuilt m 1927, with concrete replacing all w'ood material.

The organization of this church, that is, the date when the

first Hawaiian members were received into the Mission church,

was December 5, 1825; and the "Diamond Jubilee" wa.s cele-

brated December 2, 1900, and through the w'eek following.

Pa..tor.s:

H. Bingham, 1825-1840

R. Arm-trong, 1840-1848.

E. W. Clark, 1848-1863.

H. H. Parker, 1863-1917.

Akaiko Akana, 1917

Tomb c)f King- Iai

Tomb of Lcnai.ilo

Within the Kawaiahao Cliurch grounds, r:urrounded by a high

w-all and an ircn fence, upon which are placed represenlalions ot

the old Hawaiian monarchy coat-of-arms, is the classic structure in

which reposes the casket containing the remains of King Lunalikj,
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**Iast of the Kamehamehas." His dying wish was that instead of

being placed among the royal dead in the mausoleum in Nuuanu

Valley, he should be placed in a tomb to be built by his father,

Charles Kanaina. Temporarily the casket was placed in the

Nuuanu mausoleum. On completion of the tomb, within the fol-

lowing year, the remains of Lunalilo were there interred with im-

posing ceremonies, the cortege being followed by a multitude of

Hawaiians, including high officials. It is recorded that as a second

salute of guns was not accorded the former king, a "heavenly

salute" of twenty-one thunderclaps during the progress of the pro-

cession through a storm gave evidence, according to f-Iawaiian

superstition, of his exalted lineage. In the tomb is also the casket

of Kanaina. Lunalilo's will provided for the establishment of the

Lunalilo Home, an institution which has done much to alleviate

the distress of aged and indigent Hawaiians.

SOVEREIGNS OF THE HAWAIIAN ISLANDS

Name Birth Accession Death

Kamehameha I Nov., 1736 1795 May 8, 1819

Kamehameha II 1797 May 20, 1819 July 14, 1824

Kamehameha III Aug. !3, 1913 June 6, 1825 Dec. 15, 1854

Kamehameha IV Feb. 9,1834 Jan. 11, 1855 Nov. 30, 1863

Kamehameha V Dec. 11,1830 Nov. 30, 1863 Dec. 11, 1872

William Lunalilo Jan. 31,1832 Jan. 8, 1873 Feb. 3, 1874

David Kalakaua Nov. 16,1836 Feb. 12, 1874 Jan. 20, 1891

*Liliuokalani Sept. 2, 1838 Jan. 29, 189! Nov. 11, 1917

^Deposed, Jan. 17, 1893.

THE KUHINA NUIS, OR PREMIERS

Kaahumanu—frcm May, 1819, to June 5, 1832.

Kinau—to April 4, 1839.

Kekauluohi—to June 7, 1845.

John Young, 2nd—to September 3, 1853.
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Lot Kamehameha—to September 14, 1853.

John Young, 2nd—to January 15, 1855.

Victoria Kamamalu—to December 19, 1863.

Mataio Kekuanaoa—to August 20, 1864.

All but three of the Kuhina Nuis (John Young 2nd, Lot

Kamehameha, and Mataio Kekuanaoa) were women of high

rank. The Constitution of 1 864 did not provide for the con-

tinuance of this office.

CHAMBERLAINS OF THE KINGDOM

John Young 2nd, commissioned June 10, 1857; died July 18,

1857.

Mataio Kekuanaoa, commissioned August 31, 1857.

Chas. Gordon Hopkins, commissioned December 19, 1863.

David Kalakaua, commissioned February 18, 1864.

Horatio Gates Crabbe, commissioned January 13, 1873.

W. L. Moehonua, commissioned April 15, 1874.

Fred'k K. Beckley, commissioned September 8, 1875.

Charles H. Judd, commissioned July 6, 1878. (Also private

secretary.)

E. W. Purvis (acting), commissioned August 26, 1882.

Curtis P. laukea, commissioned August 30, 1 886.

Antone Rosa, vice-chamberlain, commissioned April 12, 1887.

James William Robertson, commissioned February 2, 1891.

PRESIDENT OF PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT,
REPUBLIC OF HAWAII

Sanford B. Dole. Born April 23, 1844. President Provisional

Government, Jan. 17, 1893—July 4, 1894. President

. Republic of Hawaii, July 4, 1 894—June 1 4, 1 900.

GOVERNORS OF TERRITORY OF HAWAII

Sanford B. Dole, June 14, 1900, Nov. 23. 1903.

Geo. R. Carter, Nov. 23, 1903, Aug. 15. 1907.
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Walter F. Frear. Aug. 15, 1907, Nov. 29, 1913.

Lucius E. Pinkham, Nov. 29, 1913, June 22, 1918.

Chas. J. McCarthy, June 22, 1918, July 5, 1921.

Wallace R. Farrington, July 5, 1921. Reappointed, Jan. 28,

1925, for a term of four years from July 5, 1925.

SECRETARIES OF THE TERRITORY

Henry E. Cooper, June 14, 1900, Feb. 23, 1903.

Geo. R. Carter, Feb. 23. 1903, Nov. 23, 1903.

A. L. C. Atkinson, Jan. 5, 1904, Aug. 15, 1907.

E. A. Mott-Smith, Aug. 15, 1907, Mar. 15, 1914.

Wade Warren Thayer, Mar. 31. 1914, May 3, 1917.

Curtis Piehu laukea. May 3, 1917. Oct. 12, 1921.

Raymond C. Brown, Oct. 12, 1921. Recommissioned Oct.

12, 1925.
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